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are appropriately punished. In civil disputes,
judges’ decisions help to safeguard the sta-
bility of the commercial marketplace and ad-
dress the grievances of wronged parties.
Judges are called upon daily to render deci-
sions that are based upon the law and facts
of each case, without regard for popular
opinion or political or other extraneous pres-
sures.

Our forefathers imagined a well-qualified
judiciary put in place through a dynamic and
constructive interaction between the execu-
tive and legislative branches of Government.
Under our Constitution, the President selects
individuals for nomination to the Federal ju-
diciary and the Senate provides its advice and
consent. In all cases, both branches of Gov-
ernment strive to make certain that only men
and women of the highest intellect, char-
acter, integrity, judgment, and experience
are appointed to serve our Nation and its citi-
zens in these critical positions.

This Law Day, I encourage all Americans
to reflect on the vital work performed by our
Federal judiciary in upholding the rule of law
and on the importance of a robust and inde-
pendent judiciary in our system of Govern-
ment.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with Public Law 87–20, as
amended, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2002,
as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all the people
of the United States to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities. I also
call upon Government officials to display the
flag of the United States in support of this
national observance.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:31 a.m., May 2, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 1, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 6.

Remarks on Presenting the
Congressional Medal of Honor
Posthumously to Captain Ben L.
Salomon and Captain Jon E. Swanson
May 1, 2002

Good afternoon, and welcome to the
White House, and welcome to our beautiful
Rose Garden. We gather in tribute to two
young men who died long ago in the service
to America. In awarding the Medal of Honor
to Captain Ben Salomon and Captain Jon
Swanson, the United States acknowledges a
debt that time has not diminished.

It’s my honor to welcome to the Rose Gar-
den the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Tony
Principi; Secretary Tom White of the Army;
General Eric Shinseki; General John Jumper;
Brigadier General David Hicks, the chap-
lain—thank you, General Hicks for your
prayer; Congressman Brad Sherman; Con-
gressman Charlie Norwood; Congressman
Mark Udall; World War II veterans; Vietnam
veterans; fellow Americans.

Joining us in this ceremony are four men
who themselves earned the Medal of Honor:
Barney Barnum, Al Rascon, Ryan Thacker,
and Nicky Bacon. Thank you all for coming.
President Harry S. Truman said he would
rather have earned the Medal of Honor than
be the Commander in Chief. When you meet
a veteran who wears that medal, remember
the moment, because you are looking at one
of the bravest ever to wear our country’s uni-
form. We’re honored to welcome these gen-
tlemen.

I’m also pleased to welcome the family of
Captain Swanson: Sandee Swanson and their
daughters, Holly and Brigid. We’re so glad
you all are here. I know how proud you must
be of the man you have loved and missed
for so many years. And seeing you here today,
I know that Jon would be extremely proud.

For Captain Ben Salomon, no living rel-
atives remain to witness this moment. And
even though they never met, Captain
Salomon is represented today by a true
friend, Dr. Robert West. Welcome, sir.

Five years ago, Dr. West was reading
about his fellow alumni of the University of
Southern California’s dental school. He came
upon the story of Ben Salomon of the class
of 1937, who was a surgeon in World War
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II and was posthumously nominated for the
Medal of Honor. The medal was denied on
a technicality. Looking into the matter, Dr.
West found that an honest error had oc-
curred and that Captain Salomon was indeed
eligible to receive the Medal of Honor.

He earned it on the day he died, July the
7th, 1944. Captain Salomon was serving in
the Marianas Islands as a surgeon in the 27th
Infantry Division, when his battalion came
under ferocious attack by thousands of Japa-
nese soldiers. The American units sustained
massive casualties, and the advancing enemy
soon descended on Captain Salomon’s aid
station. To defend the wounded men in his
care, Captain Salomon killed several enemy
soldiers who had entered the aid station. As
the advance continued, he ordered comrades
to evacuate the tent and carry away the
wounded. He went out to face the enemy
alone and was last heard shouting, ‘‘I’ll hold
them off until you get them to safety. See
you later.’’

In the moments that followed, Captain
Salomon singlehandedly killed 98 enemy sol-
diers, saving many American lives but sacri-
ficing his own. As best the Army could tell,
he was shot 24 times before he fell, more
than 50 times after that. And when they
found his body, he was still at his gun.

No one who knew him is with us this after-
noon. Yet, America will always know Ben-
jamin Louis Salomon by the citation to be
read shortly. It tells of one young man who
was the match for 100, a person of true valor
who now receives the honor due him from
a grateful country.

The Medal of Honor recognizes acts of
bravery that no superior could rightly order
a soldier to perform. The courage it sig-
nifies—gallant, intrepid service at the risk of
life, above and beyond the call of duty—is
written forever in the service record of Army
Captain Jon Swanson.

A helicopter pilot in the Vietnam war,
Captain Swanson flew his last mission on his
second tour of duty, on February 26th, 1971,
over Cambodia. As allied forces on the
ground came under heavy enemy fire, Cap-

tain Swanson was called in to provide close
air support. Flying at treetop level, he found
and engaged the enemy, exposing himself to
intense fire from the ground. He ran out of
heavy ordnance, yet continued to drop smoke
grenades to mark other targets for nearby
gunships.

Captain Swanson made it back to safety,
his ammunition nearly gone and his Scout
helicopter heavily damaged. Had he stayed
on the ground, no one would have faulted
him. But he had seen more—he had seen
that more targets needed marking to elimi-
nate the danger to the troops on the ground.
He volunteered to do the job himself, flying
directly into enemy fire, until his helicopter
exploded in flight.

Captain Swanson’s actions, said one fellow
officer, ‘‘were the highest degree of personal
bravery and self-sacrifice I have ever wit-
nessed.’’ Others agreed, and the Medal of
Honor was recommended by the Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs and by the late Admiral
John McCain. However, only the Distin-
guished Service Cross was awarded, until a
recent review of the case made clear that the
Nation’s highest military honor was in order.
And so today, on what would have been his
60th birthday, the Medal of Honor is pre-
sented to the family of Jon Edward Swanson.

The two events we recognize today took
place a generation apart, but they represent
the same tradition. That tradition of military
valor and sacrifice has preserved our country
and continues to this day. Captain Salomon
and Captain Swanson never lived to wear this
medal, but they will be honored forever in
the memory of our country.

And now, Commander Reynolds, will you
please read the citations.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:11 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Brig. Gen. David Hicks, USA, Dep-
uty Chief of Chaplains, Department of the Army.
Following the President’s remarks, Lt. Comdr.
Steve Reynolds, USCG, Coast Guard Aide to the
President, read the citations, and the President
presented the medals.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 10:43 May 07, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00030 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P18MYT4.003 pfrm04 PsN: P18MYT4



727Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / May 2

Memorandum on Emergency
Military Assistance to Afghanistan
April 27, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2002–18

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Determination to (1) Waive Section
512 of the Foreign Operations, Export
Financing, and Related Programs
Appropriations Act, 2002 (Public Law 107–
115) and Section 620(q) of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961, as amended to
Provide Assistance to Afghanistan and (2)
Authorize a Drawdown Under Section
506(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961, as Amended, to Provide Emergency
Military Assistance to Afghanistan

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, including section 512 of the Kenneth
M. Ludden Foreign Operations, Export Fi-
nancing, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, Fiscal Year 2002 (Public Law 107–
115)(FOAA) and sections 506(a)(1) and
620(q) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961,
as amended, 22 U.S.C. 2318(a)(1) (FAA), I
hereby determine that:

(1) assistance to Afghanistan is in the na-
tional interest of the United States;
and

(2) an unforeseen emergency exists that
requires immediate military assist-
ance to the Government of Afghani-
stan for purposes of training and
equipping the Afghan national armed
forces; and the emergency require-
ment cannot be met under the au-
thority of the Arms Export Control
Act or any other law except section
506(a)(1) of the FAA.

Accordingly, I hereby waive section 512 of
the FOAA and section 620(q) of the FAA
with respect to assistance to Afghanistan.
Further, I hereby direct the drawdown of up
to $2 million of defense articles, services, and
training from the inventory and resources of
the Department of Defense for military as-
sistance for Afghanistan.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the

Congress and to arrange for its publication
in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 2. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this memorandum.

Proclamation 7549—Loyalty Day,
2002
April 30, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Ours is a Nation of people who dem-

onstrate their patriotic loyalty through serv-
ice to our country. Whether born on Amer-
ican soil or abroad, Americans appreciate pa-
triotism and loyalty to our country. President
Woodrow Wilson said, ‘‘Loyalty means noth-
ing unless it has at its heart the absolute prin-
ciple of self-sacrifice.’’ Americans affirmed
this sense of loyalty for their homeland dur-
ing and following the attacks of September
11, 2001. Brave rescuers died while saving
others. Passengers on a hijacked airplane
gave their lives to prevent the deaths of fel-
low Americans. Americans pledged to fight
terrorism, both here and across the globe.

Since that tragic day, citizens across our
country overwhelmingly gave their time and
resources to help those in need. These count-
less expressions of patriotism reflect an in-
spiring devotion to our fellow citizens and
our Nation.

For our military personnel, loyalty and
dedication is a way of life. The men and
women of our Armed Forces embody loyalty
as they work to protect our ideals. Through-
out our history, America’s military has hero-
ically defended our country and its founding
principles of freedom and democracy. Today,
our military is again responding to the call
of duty with courage and pride. These brave
individuals who risk their lives fighting terror
honor those who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice on behalf of the American people.

Our Constitution speaks of forming ‘‘a
more perfect Union,’’ and Americans have

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 10:43 May 07, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00031 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P18MYT4.003 pfrm04 PsN: P18MYT4


